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the ultimate irony, which he
chooses never to write about: In
order to build his house, he opts
to make monthly alimony pay-
ments; in 15 years, the inability to
make monthly alimony payments
will cost him his house.

The project proceeds slowly,
as witnessed by a features writer,
Ginny Wood, who periodically
visits the Mulholland property.
“Many times I had seen it during
the initial landscaping and level-
ing off of the home site. There it
had always ended. Time and
again, blueprints would appear,
were discarded, and new ones
begun.”?

Flynn makes more movies—
Footsteps in the Dark, the detective
picture that had been planned for

de Havilland, and Dive Bomber, a

Flynn enjoys a day at the beach with his pals, including Patric Knowles (right), who appeared

with him in three films, including The Adventures of Robin Hood.

lot) more responsive. The fortyish Lili Damita Flynn is
three months pregnant.

In 1941 Flynn and Damita (now noticeably with child)
agree to divorce. It is the end of years of love and hate,
dominated by loud and sometimes public fights. He
describes these battles as “bitter...talk that can twist the
guts; when the wits are keen, the language violent and
dirty. You do not care. You are hurting each other. You
intend to hurt.”?

After years of discord, the pregnant Lili says with a
smile, “Now I have you.” And she does, and Flynn doesn’t
even realize it. He’s too busy building his bachelor pad on
Mulholland Highway. During legal proceedings, Damita’s
attorney offers Flynn the option of making a lump-sum
payment to settle the divorce. He chooses to make monthly
alimony payments instead, figuring that Lili would remar-
ry and his obligation would be ended. By this time he needs
cash to offset cost overruns that accompany the ever-chang-

ing blueprints for his home under construction. It becomes

service drama shot in San Diego

that receives the cooperation of
the U.S. War Department to show off Navy air power (in
Technicolor) to increasingly hostile Axis Powers.

In the summer of 1941 Flynn begins filming the story of
fearless, charismatic General George Armstrong Custer—
inventor of Custer’s Luck. When Errol reads the script, he
asks for Olivia de Havilland as his co-star. Olivia is sick to
death of the parade of heroine roles, just as she has out-
grown the perpetual adolescent Errol Flynn. “I longed to
play a character who initiated things,” she says,
“who...interpreted the great agonies and joys of human
experience, and I certainly wasn’t doing that on any kind of
level of a significance playing the love interest.”? She’s
now an accomplished actress who has worked outside of
Warner Brothers. So it’s a surprise when Olivia reads the
Custer script and agrees to participate, to Flynn’s delight.
Production of They Died with Their Boots On will usher in the
best year of Errol Flynn’s life, and the last really good one,
even though he will live on for 18 years, including a decade
at Mulholland Farm.
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Above: After wrapping Dodge City, his first Western, Errol
Flynn traveled to Fort Myer, Virginia, in February 1939.
There he rode President Franklin Roosevelt's entry in a
horse show. With such star power brought to bear, it was
no surprise that the president, his horse, and Errol Flynn
won an award. Here Flynn poses with FDR at the event,
beginning an association that Flynn would cherish for the
rest of his life. During his years at Mulholland, he displayed
an autographed photo of FDR in a frame beside his desk.
An inscribed photo from Eleanor Roosevelt was nearby.
(John McElwee Collection)

Left: Long before he began construction of his house, Flynn
had accumulated quite a menagerie, which he kept in pens
and a barn built on the lower pasture at Mulholland Farm.
Here in 1940 Flynn takes a break from production of The
Sea Hawk to cavort in the pens with a goat just born there
and a Rhodesion Lion Hound puppy from the first litter of
the breed ever born in the United States. During this peri-
od a caretaker living in a bungalow at the edge of the
property kept all in order.





